
 

Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) Thematic Webinar on Sustainable Garment 
“The Future of Sustainable Garments in Asia and Europe” 
 
Date: Tuesday, 3 November 2020   
Time: 16:00–17:00 (SGT, +8 GMT) / 09:00–10:00 (CET, +1 GMT) 
Venue: Livestreamed on YouTube 
  
Concept Note:  
The global clothing industry accounts for over USD 1.7 trillion and employs more than 300 million people 
along its value chains. Despite its economic benefits, the textile sector is far from being sustainable. There 
is a strong divide between Asia and Europe. The former is where production and manufacturing are 
concentrated; the latter is the largest consumers of textile in the world, controlling designing and branding. 
Asian countries -especially Southeast Asia- must endure all the externalities linked to production depleting 
their natural resources and polluting the environment. 
Overproduction and the phenomenon of fast fashion are exacerbating the environmental impact of this 
sector that is responsible for about 10% of global CO2 emissions. Sustainable alternatives are needed 
also to face the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
This webinar will explore:  
 

(1) The global textile sector trends, challenges, and the divide between Asia and Europe 
(2) The impact of COVID-19 on the textile sector 
(3) Examples of sustainable textile practices from the business sector 

 
The panel discussion will focus on sustainable alternatives to textile business-as-usual. We will also 
discuss about the role of policy makers in creating the proper environment for the business sector to foster 
innovative solutions. Discussion topics suggested by participants will be addressed as well as the 
challenges that the sector is facing during the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The outcomes of this webinar will feed into the Asia-Europe Environment Forum Annual Conference 2020. 
  
Programme  
 
15:50 (SGT) 
08:50 (CET) 

Livestreaming on YouTube begins 

16:00 (SGT)  
09:00 (CET) 

Housekeeping & Welcome Remarks 
- Ms Grazyna PULAWSKA, Acting Director, Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF)  

16:05 (SGT) 
09:10 (CET)  

Trends and Challenges for the Textile Sector 
- Mr Lars Fogh MORTENSEN, Consumption, Products and Plastics Expert, 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 
16:15 (SGT) 
09:20 (CET) 

Implications of COVID-19 on the Textile Industry 
- Ms Jacqueline KACPRZAK, Counsellor to the Minister, Ministry of 

Development Funds and Regional Policy – Poland 
16:25 (SGT) 
09:30 (CET) 

Sustainable Value Chain – Case Study from the Cotton Sector 
- Mr Jerzy KOTWAS, Director for Promotion and International Cooperation, 

Gdynia Cotton Association 
16:35 (SGT) 
09:40 (CET) 

Case study, transition towards sustainable garment production in Cambodia 
- Ms Aude PETELOT, Geres Cambodia Country Representative, Sustainable 

Energy Expert, Geres 
16:45 (SGT) 
09:50 (CET) 

Moderated Roundtable 
Moderator: Loraine GATLABAYAN, Key Expert Southeast Asia, SWITCH-Asia 
- Building on speakers’ presentations the discussion will develop also 

following participants inputs. 
17:00 (SGT)  
10:00 (CET) 

Event Closes 



 

 
The Asia-Europe Environment Forum Consortium 

Partially funded by:          

 
 

 

The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) promotes understanding, strengthens relationships and 
facilitates cooperation among the people, institutions and organisations of Asia and Europe. ASEF 
enhances dialogue, enables exchanges and encourages collaboration across the thematic areas 
of culture, education, governance, economy, sustainable develo (SGT)ent, public health and 
media.  

ASEF is an intergovernmental not-for-profit organisation located in Singapore. Founded in 1997, 
it is the only institution of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). 

ASEF runs more than 25 projects a year, consisting of around 100 activities, mainly conferences, 
seminars, workshops, lectures, publications, and online platforms, together with about 150 
partner organisations. Each year over 3,000 Asians and Europeans participate in ASEF's activities, 
and much wider audiences are reached through its various events, networks, and web-portals. 

 
For more information, please visit www.ASEF.org 

 
 

 

Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) is an international non-profit research and policy 
organization that tackles environment and develo (SGT)ent challenges. We connect science and 
decision-making to develop solutions for a sustainable future for all. Our approach is highly 
collaborative: stakeholder involvement is at the heart of our efforts to build capacity, strengthen 
institutions, and equip partners for the long term. Our work spans climate, water, air, and land-use 
issues, and integrates evidence and perspectives on governance, the economy, gender and 
human health. Across our eight centres in Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas, we engage with 
policy processes, develo (SGT)ent action and business practice throughout the world.  

 

For more information, please visit www.sei.org 

 
 The Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) is an official German Political Foundation. It is entrusted by 

the German Parliament with a mandate, which lies at the core of the task of promoting 
democratic and sustainable structures worldwide. This mandate involves the strengthening of 
the relevant institutions and persons, procedures and norms and the requisite attitudes 
enabling such develo (SGT)ent to take place.  

 

For more information, please visit www.hss.de or www.hss.de/southeastasia 

 ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center (ASEIC) was established in 2011 with the principal mandate 
of promoting Asia-Europe cooperation to create and enhance eco-innovation of small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in both regions.  

 

For more information, please visit www.aseic.org/main.do 

 
 Established in 1998, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) is an independent, 

not-for-profit think tank, based in Japan. It goes beyond research to provide practical ways to 
protect the earth’s environment and to realise greater sustainability and equity in the global 
community.  

 

For more information, please visit www.iges.or.jp 

 


