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the eU sWitch-asia-funded eepex project aims to encourage sri lanka’s export sector enter-
prises and their support service providers across the value chain, to adopt environmentally 
friendly production practices and technology. the project commenced in march 2009 and will 
be implemented over a period of 42 months. the export sectors of ceramics, leather and foot-
wear, coconut products and rubber and plastics products and, tourism are major components 
of the sri lankan economy accounting for over Us$2 billion in revenue and employment to 
over 1.5 million people, with coconut products, tourism and the rubber and plastics sector 
accounting for three of the largest five foreign exchange earners of sri lanka. the target 
enterprises, their suppliers and support industries contaminate vital water bodies through ef-
fluent discharge and generate substantial volumes of solid waste. poor technical know-how 
and monitoring mechanisms have led to this situation. there are no integrated approaches to 
sustainable production amongst the target industries across their value chains. most enter-
prises from the target sectors have low capacity in reviewing their environmental problems 
and adopting solutions. enterprises rely heavily on the public sector, but due to insufficient 
regulations, limited fund allocations and inadequate capacity of key stakeholders problems 
are not totally addressed. 
overall objective: to enhance economic prosperity by making sustainable production preva-
lent across key industries through a switch in new culture, practices, technology and improve 
public health and concerns by minimising pollution in water, air and soil.
specific objective: to improve environmental performance amongst enterprises in key sri 
lankan export sectors across their value chain through sustainable production patterns and 
behaviour.

industrial technology institute (itt), sri lanka; ceylon chamber of commerce (ccc), sri lanka; 
swedish environmental institute ltd (iVl), sweden; megaskills research company ltd, United 
Kingdom; Fraunhofer institute (iFF), germany
the project is making an impact in whole of sri lanka.
eepeX
http://192.248.98.20:8080/eepex
march 2009 - august 2012

• enterprises from  the target sectors of: clay products (40 enterprises), rubber and plastic
 products (235 enterprises), leather products and footwear (126 enterprises), coconut
 products (132 enterprises) and their suppliers (over 300 enterprises)
•  tourism enterprises (100 registered hotels and tour operator enterprises)
•  intermediary bodies from each target sector
•  supporting service enterprises including heavy machinery, service stations and 
 construction (150 enterprises)
•  Waste recyclers, processors and disposal enterprises (16)
•  energy intensive industries with needs for alternative energy sources
• technology providers, regulatory bodies and local authorities
final beneficiaries: enterprises and employees, Waste recyclers and processors; technology 
providers and consultants; international consumers; regulatory bodies and local authorities; 
general public

mr hs premachandra
industrial technology institute
p.o. Box 787, 363 Bauddhaloka mawatha colombo 07
premeuswitch@iti.lk
+94 11 2697995  or  +94 71 6859614
+ 94 11 2697993
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outputs to 
december 2009 
to be sHared witH 
wider audience

• a questionnaire for the construction sector  
 was developed (making it 12 sub-sector 
 questionnaires in total). the questionnaire 
 allowed collection of environment perfor-
 mance and related data from industries
  through fi eld enumerators. this information
 serves to make a basic assessment of present
  environment status.
• a total of 15 seminars were held to create  
 awareness amongst target industries of   
 the project objectives, sustainable production 
 issues, benefi ts to industries from partici-
 pation in the project, the various stages 
 of the project and an outline of the survey/
 questionnaire.
• to start fi nding the best and worst practices
 across each of the target sectors, all indus- 
 tries from the ceramics sector were surveyed  
 as a pilot and a draft ceramics sector report  
 produced.15 companies were shortlisted to  
 receive a comprehensive package including 
 free measurements, technical support &  

• streamlining of project decision-making  
 processes through establishment of project
  management systems, management 
 committee and monitoring committee to
  ensure smooth running of project to   
 implement required activities and meet
  desired impact on target groups. 
• sector coordinators appointed to strengthen 
 sector activities across the value chain.

• Framework for data gathering of industry  
 data.
• awareness creation of sustainable production
 amongst industry staff across sri lanka.
• identifi cation of industry participants for
  baseline survey.
• 250 enterprises involved in project through
  completion of baseline survey.
• draft sector wide analysis of ceramics sector. 

 training for company staff as part of a sus- 
 tainable action plan for each enterprise.
• a report evaluating the current environ-  
 mental legislation which affects industries  
 was developed.
• action plans for target sectors progressed  
 for each of the 15 shortlisted enterprises from  
 the ceramics sector that committed them- 
 selves to adopting sustainable production 
 action. the companies also agreed to a sign  
 up fee as part of their commitment - large  
 companies or factories (employing over 250  
 employees) €350 and small and medium- 
 sized companies €75.
• the nature of environmental certifi cation / 
 rewarding schemes was presented in a work- 
 shop alongside the issues involved in estab- 
 lishing such a scheme in sri lanka linked to  
 a multi sector eco-label. a report followed  
 and was circulated amongst the project   
 team.

results acHieved
to januarY 2010
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lessons learnt
so far 

outreacH 
& sYnergies 

• short-listing of companies from ceramics  
 sector for detailed phase, commitment from  
 shortlisted ceramics companies for the 
 detailed phase of the project.
• initial review of environmental legislation  
 and difficulties in implementation by 
 enterprises.
• awareness amongst local partners on the  
 nature of environmental certification /  
 rewarding schemes and the issues involved  
 in establishing such a scheme in sri lanka.

• 720 industries for the baseline survey appear  
 to be on the high side. 
• considerable time was spent on the baseline  
 survey as industries do not keep record of  
 most of the information needed.
• project support is in the form of recommen- 
 dations for improvement/proven modifications,   
 cleaner technologies etc. but no financial  
 support to industry for investment 

• local banks do not have low interest loan  
 facilities to support such investment. 
• political changes do not support investment  
 decision by industries.
• difficult to have forward plans with foreign  
 partners.   
• some stakeholders already proven to be   
 more important.

• design of basic databases for data entry of  
 sector data, data entry for baseline survey  
 enterprises already undertaken, preliminary  
 reporting format for eis draft website  
 developed.
• awareness of project amongst waste 
 management companies, commitment from  
 waste management companies towards   
 waste management network.

• project stationary has been developed 
 including letterheads, business cards,   
 envelopes. a project leaflet and a project 
  backgrounder have been developed in  
 english, sinhala and tamil.
• a project backdrop, five indoor pennants 
 covering each of the target sectors and an  

 outdoor banner have been produced for 
 media events and workshops.
• a pre-launch was held for the project in   
 june chaired by the hon prof tissa Vitharana  
 (minister of science and technology) together  
 with representatives from iti, ccc, mgs and  
 the media.
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• a number of media releases have been made 
  in english and sinhala media including   
 daily news (english), the island (english), the  
 sunday leader, the sunday Virakeseri  (tamil),  
 derana internet and media release, news- 
 first.lk, dinamina (sinhala), lakbima news.
• the first eBulletin was produced in october  
 and released in november disseminating  
 project news to a wide audience including  
 stakeholders and industry.
• the first sustainable forum was held in july  
 with chief guests the hon minister of export  
 development and international trade prof  
 g l peries and h.e. mr Bernard savage, 
 ambassador and head of delegation of the  
 european commission to sri lanka and 
 maldives. the forum also involved repre-  
 sentatives from: ministry of science &   
 technology (most), ministry of environment  
 & natural resources, ministry of export 
 development and international trade,   
 financial organisations (banks) & donor   
 agencies, central environmental authority 
  (cea), sri lanka export development Board  
 (edB), plastics & rubber institute of sri lanka  

 (pri), the sri lanka ceramics council (cc), sri  
 lanka Footwear association, sri lanka  
 tanners association, sri lanka desiccated  
 coconut millers association, sri lanka  
 association of inbound tour operators   
 (slaito), sri lanka tourism cluster (sltc),  
 holcim lanka (pvt) ltd, -   the press and major  
 tV stations covered the event.
• a total of 15  awareness seminars were held. 
• synergies were made with the following   
 programmes :
 •  ict agency’s esociety programme
  through  an existing project imple-  
  mented by mgs and iti.
 •  eFriends 2 loan scheme for environ- 
  mental loans to industries, cBi 
  (capacity Building initiative) of the  
  dutch government. the cBi initiative  
  provides capacity building support for  
  enterprises exporting to the eU   
  member countries. Usaid (tcp) funded  
  project to establish a establish a centre  
  for technical excellence in ceramics  
  (centec) in sri lanka, implemented by  
  iti.
 


